
What’s going
on this summer?

      So many of you have been working hard 

in your yards and many, many of the homes 

in Olympus are looking beautiful!  Thank 

you to everyone who has been diligent in 

the upkeep of your property.  The purpose 

of the annual landscape review is to ensure 

visual continuity and consistency through-

out the Olympus neighborhood.  Living in a 

community like Olympus is a source of 

delight and pride for all residents.  While we 

have a diverse range of goals, maintaining 

the excellence and value of our property is 

one we all share.  It is this spirit that the 

following policy has been put into place.

     In the June/July time frame of each year, 

a committee of six (or more) community 

members is selected to physically review 

the Olympus neighborhood.  These volun-

teers canvas the neighborhood and review 

yards based on the criteria published on the 

Olympus web page.  This year’s review was 

completed on June 21st.  A big thanks to all 

those who made it happen!  For the most 

part, our neighborhood looked in much 

better shape than last year, with just 116 

write-ups this year vs 160 last year.  The 

majority of issues were minor, weeds in 

driveways, sidewalk cracks and in gardens 

and lawns.  Some yards needed mowing 

and trees or bushes needed cutting to 7 

feet above the sidewalk. The issues noted 

will be revisited to see if they have been 

remedied within the given time frame. 

Those in non-compliance will be handled 

by the Architectural Committee to assess 

�nes, per the �ne schedule on the Olympus 

website. 

    Our goal in sending out “landscape 

letters” is certainly not to o�end recipients.  

Instead, it should simply be regarded as a 

gentle reminder of a landscaping issue that 

was observed by a yard reviewer on a 

particular day.  We realize that there may be 

extenuating circumstances (out-of-town, 

illness, etc.) and hope that the letter is 

received in the positive manner in which  it 

was intended.

Structure and Yard Review 
started June 18th

 Music in the Park 
     At Lake Boren, every Wednesday 

from  July 17 to August 7th, 6-8:30PM.  

Bring your own picnic or possibly food 

vendors may be available.

Chinese Moon Festival in 
the Vineyard

Friday Sept.13th from 7pm - 9pm
(If it rains: Saturday September 14th) 
SE 83rd Court cul de sac in the 
Vineyard

The idea of the festival is to o�cially 

greet the harvest moon with lit up 

Chinese lanterns and eating Chinese 

moon cake.  

   The festival is all about lighting Chinese 

lanterns for children when the sun goes 

down. The �rst 48 children to arrive will 

get a lit up lantern.  There will be free 

door prizes for the adults like gift cards 

to various Asian restaurants and stores in 

the area.  

   People are asked to bring their lawn 

chairs, their own beverage, and a light 

dessert to share.  The Vineyard HOA will 

serve the moon cake. 

{ is this your 
garden?

Surprise award winner,
congratulations!

Summer Movie Night 
At Lake Boren, August 15th at dusk

Newcastle Days 

September 6th and 7th 

(Friday evening and Saturday) 

including a parade, car show, 

Alan White headlining the music scene, 

vendor booths, great food, beer garden, 

art show and much more! 

Olympus Contact Information:

Olympus website: www.olympusnewcastle.org
Email: oha@olympusnewcastle.org
Architectural Committee: acc@olympusnewcastle.org

Mail:  Olympus Homeowners Assoc.
 c/o Protocol Property Management
 1756 Watson St. North
 Enumclaw, WA 98022
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Thanks to each respondent for taking the 

time to give feedback.  It is vital that each 

of us on your board understand what you 

wish and what you need.  Our mission is to 

protect and enhance our property values 

and help foster a desirable, safe and 

welcoming community and your input is the 

key element in accomplishing that. 

The results are in!
Fifty three of you responded to

the survey and here is what
you told us:

Should we continue our
annual Garage Sale?

Yes 45 /No 8

Would you support a $50. increase
in dues to hire a professional

management company to better
enforce our CC&Rs and protect our

home values?
Yes: 57% /No: 43%

Are you familiar with and have
you read the CC&Rs?

Yes: 43 /No: 10

Should we continue our
annual Egg Hunt?
Yes: 35 /No: 18

Would you be interested in
volunteering for the OHA board

now or in the future?
Yes: 26% /No: 74%

   Do you think our newsletter is
  informative and valuable?

Yes: 94% /No: 6%

Should we continue our
late summer yard waste bins?

Yes: 44 /No: 9

Should we continue our
the Holiday Lights?

Yes: 49 /No: 4
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Yard Inspections:
“How helpful do you find 

our annual yard/structure 
inspection toward 

maintaining and enhancing 
our property values?”



block watch, a personal story:
Mike and Tricia Wong’s Story:
     Here is a story from one of our neighbors. Told in his own words of how 

thankful he and his family were that someone in Olympus knew how to reach 

them in time of crisis: 

     “In October 2012 our house was ablaze while we were visiting family in 

New York.  Thanks to great neighbors on 128th Avenue, our ever-watchful 

block captain Lynne, and so many other caring people, we were instantly 

notified by phone.  We could hear the commotion in the background and 

knew we were in for the ‘adventure’ of our lives. We returned to quite a 

mess, but the comfort of the welcome sign pinned to our garage door is 

burned into our memory (pun intended).  So many well wishes followed, 

including an offer down the street, at the far end of 128th (not part of our 

block watch), to stay with them in their spare bedroom.  Strangers are no 

longer strangers when they show such compassion.

Because we participated in block watch, and provided our contact informa-

tion, we received timely and unforgettable support. We’d have been worse 

off if we hadn’t been connected through block watch.  Thanks neighbors, 

then and now!”

Thank you, Mike and Tricia, for sharing your story with your neighbors.  We 

appreciate that this was a difficult time and the recounting of it can’t be 

easy!

Olympus has 268 homes and is divided into 18 sections for the Block Watch 

program.  Each section has a Block Watch captain (some captains manage two 

areas).  The national program has been extremely successful in increasing 

security in neighborhoods where the Block Watch is active and residents have 

signed up to participate.  Many households in Olympus are on the Block 

Watch list (names, phone numbers and e-mail addresses) with their captains, 

however there are numbers of residents that have declined.  With all due 

respect for everyone’s choices, we also want everyone to consider the 

benefits of sharing basic information with your neighbors, beyond matters of 

security.  

If you would consider being a Block Watch captain (this position is not 

time consuming), please call Sue Stronk at 425-226-4255

     If you answered this question liter-

ally, that’s good. Knowing your 

neighbor’s name and phone number is a 

vital part of the Olympus Block Watch 

program and benefits everyone 

involved. However, the true answer to 

this question is more than just informa-

tion, in fact, it is a question asked by a 

lawyer more than 2000 years ago. 

And the famous answer the lawyer 

received is known as the parable of the 

Good Samaritan.

     It touches on the good will we have 

towards those who live around us: good 

will to help out, good will watch out, 

and good will to care for. These charac-

teristics transcend ethnicity, gender, 

education, religious and political 

preferences and even economic status. 

They have transcended time.

     Olympus is a relatively large neigh-

borhood but I have seen kindness 

extended to those they don’t even 

know. A woman shoveling gravel is asked 

by a passerby, “Can I help you?”, a 

homeowner trims branches from their 

tree so a neighbor has a better view of 

Mt. Rainier, a family in crisis finds their 

neighbor delivering meals. One man 

even brought his wife and son to help 

clear a driveway of a snow bound 

neighbor.(btw the driveway was long 

and steep)

     These events restore dignity and 

goodwill not only to the one benefiting 

but also the one giving. I would be 

encouraged to hear your stories of 

kindness extended either by you or to 

you. Write to me at 

board@olympushoa.org.

National Night Out 
Gatherings 
August 6th

  This Block Watch program is celebrated 

nationwide on this evening, and is an 

opportunity to connect with your 

neighbors, face to face, in a casual,fun 

setting, right on your home block. Just 

bring your lawn chair, your favorite 

beverage and snack and gather in a 

driveway to meet. Pre-registering with 

the City, (Email Police Chief Jason 

Houck at jason.houck@kingcounty.gov) 

will ensure officers will visit your 

community gathering. In the email, 

provide the location of the gathering, 

the estimated number of attendees and 

an event time frame. So don’t panic 

when you hear the sirens nearby on 

August 6th, this time it’s to the delight 

of all kids (big and little). 

WHO
is my neighbor?

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
Lynne Prevette

Your ideas
for upcoming Newsletters: 
Send in your ideas for articles for our 
next newsletter to one of our contact 
locations on the front of this newslet-
ter. Include your name, address, phone 
and e-mail address.

Email to: board@olympushoa.org.                                         

Yard Waste Bins 
about September14th and 15th
     Olympus will be providing, again 

this year, two to three large containers 

for yard waste over the weekend. The 

bins will be for yard waste only, no 

electronics, household waste, plastic, 

etc.  No branches over 4 feet in 

length.  The final date and locations 

will be well publicized in advance.

...
NEW

S FROM...
Amended Parking Regulations 
Enacted by the Council 
City of Newcastle

    The amended parking regulation for residential 

areas still requires movement of vehicles parked on 

city streets after 72 hours. For the downtown area, 

the parking limit is now 24 hours but after that the 

vehicle must be moved at least to another block. 

     There is a change, however, for 

parking limits for RVs, boat vessels and 

unhooked trailers to 24 hours on streets 

in residential areas. The previous time 

limit was 72 hours and with summer upon 

us this will require new strategies for 

homeowners with boats and RVs. Drivers 

also cannot park vehicles more than 

14,000 pounds gross weight in residen-

tial areas.  There are certain exemp-

tions, for example, commercial vehicles 

engaged in deliveries, or trucks support-

ing activities such as construction. 

Moving services are allowed but only for 

the time necessary.

     A recent Seattle Times article discussed a survey by local Pemco 
Insurance regarding the infamous Northwesterners’ reputation known 
as the Seattle Freeze.  49% of the respondents said that they don’t 
want to interact with people they don‘t know and 40% of the 1200 
people in the poll said it’s not important to them to make new friends.  
The poll also said that almost half of Pacific Northwest residents don’t 
want to even talk briefly with people they don’t already know.  The 
article discounts technological changes and weather conditions as 
causes for the Freeze and points to possible cultural influences from 
long ago, such as being polite by not being intrusive, therefore not 
talking to people was a sign of respect.  
     The article also discussed the desire to melt the Freeze and distin-
guished between being alone and being lonely. However not everyone 
wants to melt the Freeze. The Seattle Times quoted psychologist Doug 
Wear who said that most people used to claim that they had five 
people in their lives that they could count on and now that number, in 
many cases, is down to one or less.  Perhaps this is a time to 
re-examine our own reflexes to changes in our neighborhoods.  A simple 
acknowledgement of a new homeowner, a welcoming word and a smile 
can broaden the horizon for everyone.  Even taking the time to walk 
down the street on a nice day, when everyone is out working in their 
yards, and meet someone you’ve never met before.  Just a 
thought….maybe Olympus is a good place for the Freeze to begin to 
thaw!

The Freeze,
is it real?
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